The Plantation Letters, Master Tag List

I. Subject Tags

The collection has three primary subject tags: slaves, women, and children.

II. Document Type Tags

The collection has four primary document type tags: letter, map, interview, and photograph.

III. Theme Tags

The collection has multiple theme tags as listed below with descriptions of use. Theme tags are sorted into 'like' categories.

Subjects

	slaves
	The tag 'slaves' is a general subject tag used to mark all letters that help illuminate the lives of slaves on plantations. The tag may be used in a boolean search to look for instances of slaves + another tag.

	women
	The tag 'women' is a general subject tag used to mark all letters that help illuminate the lives of women on plantations. The tag may be used in a boolean search to look for instances of women + another tag.


Beliefs

	politics
	The tag 'politics' is used to mark letters where politics are discussed.

	slavery
	The tag 'slavery' is used sparingly to identify letters where people discuss the institution of slavery. The tag is NOT used to mark letters where slaves are discussed. For that purpose, the subject tag 'slaves' is used (see also 'emancipation').

	racism
	The tag 'racism' refers to letters where an individual specifically writes of dislike or distaste for members of another race, or speaks of them as inferior in stature.


Health and Disease

	childbirth
	The tag 'childbirth' is used to mark letters where newborns are mentioned or discussed, named or not (see also 'labor' and 'mortality').

	death
	The tag 'death' is used to mark letters where an adult is listed as dying (see also, 'mortality,' 'disease,' and 'health').

	disease
	The tag 'disease' is used to mark letters where a specific disease such as dropsy or syphilis is discussed (see also, 'health').

	doctors
	The tag 'doctors' is used to refer to any letter where a doctor is mentioned or any letter where a doctor is writing to someone to discuss specific patients.

	health
	The tag 'health' is used when a letter discusses the general health of persons without mentioning a specific illness (see also, 'disease')

	medicine
	The tag 'medicine' refers to letters that list specific remedies used during the period.

	mortality
	The tag 'mortality' is used to mark instances of infant mortality or letters where a child is mentioned as dying (see also 'childbirth' and 'labor').


Plantation Life

	accidents
	The tag 'accidents' is used to mark letters where an incident with injury is discussed, typically in service of a plantation.

	civil
	The tag 'civil' refers to letters where the effects of the Civil War on a plantation are discussed. See also 'emancipation.'

	clothing
	The tag 'clothing' is used to mark letters where descriptions of individuals' clothes or clothing materials were a topic (see also, 'supplies').

	customs
	The tag 'customs' refers to letters where a formal celebration or event is discussed, for example weddings, dances, or birthdays (see also, 'leisure'). This tag typically refers to plantation owners and families only.

	crime
	The tag 'crime' refers to letters that discuss criminal actions, including theft and murder.

	emancipation
	The tag 'emancipation' refers to letters where the freeing of slaves is discussed.

	food
	The tag 'food' is used to mark letters where a specific food source is discussed (see also, 'supplies').

	housing
	The tag 'housing' is used to mark letters where descriptions of housing are given, particularly in reference to slave housing.

	interaction
	The term 'interaction' refers to letters where interactions between master and servant are discussed, including what was said or transpired.

	leisure
	The tag 'leisure' is used to mark letters where some leisure activity is discussed, such as reading newspapers or attending festivals. This tag typically refers to plantation owners and families only.

	procedures
	The tag 'procedures' refers to regularly scheduled activities on a plantation, such as lining up slaves to check their clothing.

	punishment
	The tag 'punishment' is used to mark letters where persons face consequences for some action (e.g., whipping a runaway slave).

	runaway
	The tag 'runaway' is used to mark letters where a runaway slave is discussed or mentioned.

	workload
	The tag 'workload' is used to mark letters where there is a good indication of the amount of work a person completes in a given period of time (e.g., picked 100 pounds of cotton in a day).


Plantation Operations

	animals
	The tag 'animals' is used to mark letters where any animal used in service of a plantation was mentioned, including mule and horse teams for service, and hogs for food.

	fodder
	'Fodder' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where fodder or feed for animals is a topic of discussion.

	jobs
	The tag 'jobs' is used to mark letters where specific roles on a plantation are mentioned (e.g., carpenter, cook, picker, mule driver, etc.).

	labor
	The tag 'labor' refers to child labor or letters where children are described working on plantations, or specific ages of young workers are mentioned (see also, 'workforce').

	land
	The tag 'land' is used to mark letters where offers to buy land/plantations or plans to acquire more land/plantations are discussed.

	machinery
	The tag 'machinery' refers to letters where specific equipment is described in operation on the plantation (e.g., cotton gins, farm implements). See also 'tools.'

	overseer
	The tag 'overseer' is used to mark letters where a specific overseer is associated with a specific plantation the first time, or when an overseers' job roles are detailed. The tag is NOT used to mark every letter written by an overseer.

	post
	The tag 'post' is used to mark letters where postal services are discussed or illuminated.

	plantation
	The tag 'plantation' is used sparingly to mark letters where a plantation is described in some detail from location/map to descriptions of buildings or equipment (see also, 'machinery').

	salary
	The tag 'salary' is used to mark letters where someone's wages are listed.

	supplies
	The tag 'supplies' is used to identify letters where supplies were shipped to plantations to support operations and slaves, including items received such as cloth, buttons, salt, and pork (see also, 'clothing' and 'food').

	tax
	The tag 'tax' refers to letters where tax collectors are mentioned or paying taxes is discussed.

	tools
	The tag 'tools' refers to letters where hand tools utilized on a plantation are discussed (e.g., hoes, shovels, rakes). See also 'machinery.'

	trade
	The tag 'trade' is used to mark letters where slaves are discussed as being bought or sold.

	weapons
	The tag 'weapons' is used to mark letters where weapons such as guns are mentioned or discussed (see also, 'punishment').

	workforce
	The tag 'workforce' is used to mark letters where the size of a slave population in a given location is given or alluded to.


Plantation Production, Agriculture

	corn
	'Corn' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where corn is a topic of discussion.

	cotton
	'Cotton' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where cotton is a topic of discussion.

	hemp
	'Hemp' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where hemp is a topic of discussion.

	insects
	The tag 'insects' refers to letters were insects are mentioned on the plantation (e.g., mosquitoes, worms).

	oats
	'Oats' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where oats are a topic of discussion.

	potatoes
	'Potatoes' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where potatoes are a topic of discussion.

	rye
	'Rye' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where rye is a topic of discussion.

	sugar
	'Sugar' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where sugar is a topic of discussion.

	tobacco
	'Tobacco' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where tobacco is a topic of discussion.

	turnips
	'Turnips' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where turnips are a topic of discussion.

	wheat
	'Wheat' is one of several agricultural tags in the collection, used to identify letters where wheat is a topic of discussion.


Transportation, Travel, Movement of People

	carriage
	The tag 'carriage' is one of several transportation tags, used to mark letters where a carriage is discussed as a mode of transportation.

	horseback
	The tag 'horseback' is one of several transportation tags, used to mark letters where horseback is discussed as a mode of transportation.

	immigration
	The tag 'immigration' refers to letters where people are described as relocating from one region of the U.S. to another.

	railroad
	The tag 'railroad' is one of several transportation tags, used to mark letters where railroads are discussed as a mode of transportation.

	relocation
	The tag 'relocation' is used to mark letters where there is discussion of slaves being moved permanently from one plantation to another. It is not used to mark letters where slaves were temporarily placed on loan to neighboring plantations (see also 'trade').

	stage
	The tag 'stage' is one of several transportation tags, used to mark letters where stagecoaches are discussed as a mode of transportation.

	steamboat
	The tag 'steamboat' is one of several transportation tags, used to mark letters where steamboats are discussed as a mode of transportation.

	travel
	The tag 'travel' is used to mark letters where slaves are mentioned as traveling with their masters. This tag is different from 'relocation' where groups of slaves were moved from place to place.

	wagon
	The tag 'wagon' is one of several transportation tags, used to mark letters where wagons are discussed as a mode of transportation.


